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Asense of pride fills our hearts
when the national anthem is
played and as the tricolour is un-

furled. “I am proud of my country and I
am proud to be an Indian” - we hear
this twice a year without fail - on August
15th, and January 26th. Besides these
two important dates, for most of us,
there are a  few other occasions when
we feel a strong pride and patriotism for
our motherland - perhaps during an
Indo-Pak cricket match or while we
watch a patriotic movie.

We also bubble with patriotism dur-
ing a military strike or terror attack and
equally admire the martyrs for their
bravery. However, the famous quote
“Ask not what your country can do for
you, ask what you can do for your coun-
try”, is still ringing in our ears. 

So, what are we doing as responsible
citizens? Do we have the courage to
step up and take responsibility , and

bring about the change we want to
see? Are we ready to work for the India
we want? 

 THE AIR OF FREEDOM 
Many of us are loving the ‘India Shin-
ing’ experience. As citizens of this
country, we all are happy to be
breathing the air of freedom. But then
all is not fine with our country. “Citi-
zens identify communal tensions, lack
of infrastructure, lack of basic civic
sense, playing the blame game and
the ‘sab chalta hai’ mindset as what is
not right with India,” rues senior citi-
zen Narayan Shastri Reddy. We have
a lot to work on.

Being progressive is key to moving
forward. Software engineer Sandeep
Koneti speaks for many when he
says, “Doing your work honestly
should be good enough and we must
own up to our responsibilities as a citi-
zen. The buck stops with us. It’s time
for the rhetoric to take a back seat

and let  actions speak for itself." 

 NO READY SOLUTIONS 
On Independence Day, most of us
would spend time watching television,
go out for picnics, watch movies, visit a
friend or treat it as another holiday. We
all continue to go about our lives, taking
many things for granted. How many of
us spare a single thought for what we
can do for our country? 

Sure, our problems are many and

we have a few solutions readily avail-
able. But this Independence Day, each
one of us can make a simple commit-
ment for the betterment of our country
- “As a citizen of free India, I cherish
my Independence and this day will
never lose its relevance for me. What’s
sad is that I feel we all are slowly los-
ing touch with what Independence
means to us, the cost at which our na-
tion became free. We are losing track
of our duties as citizens of free India,”

laments Vandana Baliga, Montessori
teacher.

TIME FOR NEW ASPIRATIONS
We, the citizens of India who are enjoy-
ing this freedom, could unanimously
celebrate Independence Day with new
aspirations. This day reminds us of how
important it is to walk together and mo-
tivate each other to fulfil our dreams. If
our freedom fighters could do so ages
back, then why can’t we? We can bring
about a change and we will because
India is our country, our source of joy
and pride.

Instead of leaving the onus of creat-
ing that country only on the govern-
ment, this year, let us pledge to work
towards nation building, even if it is a
wee bit, ourselves. “You could start by
supporting a campaign aimed for the
betterment of India. This could be by
helping an NGO working towards
women and children or supporting a
social activist if you believe in the ide-

ologies or even towards the benefit of
stray animals; just chose a cause you
most believe in,” says S Nandagopal,
convener of Centre for Integrated
Learning. 

And if this too is something you can't
relate to, perhaps you could simply be-
gin by avoiding littering. For the past 10
years, Rashmi Jain, a homemaker, do-
nates clothes and groceries to old age
homes and schools for underprivileged
on every Independence Day and Re-
public Day and during New Year and
festive occasions. “I take my children
every year to slums and distribute the
Tricolour to the kids there and teach
them patriotic songs, which imbibe a
patriotic spirit in them,” says Rashmi.
Let us teach our youngsters about the
importance of Independence and share
with them how we attained our free-
dom, participate in the flag hoisting cer-
emony and get to know and appreciate
the  freedoms we enjoy, she says. 

— Rekha Kavoor
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RESPONSIBLE CITIZENS?

PIC USED FOR REPRESENTATIONAL PURPOSE ONLY

TM

HYDERABAD
UPaT0

IJ iJL t i)I G A L L E R I A

OFF HITEC CITY MUSARAMBAGH INE T IRRUM MANZIL PUNJAGUTTA

SHOPPING
EXTRAVAGANZA

Discounts, errtertainment & prizes across all malls.

1 9th July to 15th August The most awaited shopping extravaganza is back!
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i> *Shop for Rs. 30001- and more. PRIZE
*Win exciting prizes. 'Spend over Rs. 250D1- and got achance to

in the wheel offortune tow in prizes !

Bumper Draw -
,., Ceremony

17th August 2019, 6 m onwards at Punjagutta (Includes HITEC Cit y
18th August 2019, 6pm onwards at Irrum Manzil (Includes Musarambagh)
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Dinosaur Show
(3pm onwards) 15th August

0
Live concert
(6pm onwards) 15th August

Live Concert
(6pm onwards) 15th August a
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T&C: The timing and schedule is subject to change. Incase of any dispute the decision by the Mall management will be final and binding. The model and the product picture displayed o
for prizes are only for Indicative purpose and may vary from actual physical appearance. Two lucky winners across four malls shall win a car each. 
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